In this course we will learn about the political actors, institutions, functions, and political processes that shape state and local governments. We will critically analyze why political actors and institutions do what they do and why these actions have the consequences they have. Although there are 50 different state governments and close to 90,000 local governments (plenty of governments to study), we will focus in particular on Texas and compare Texas with other states in reaching generalizations and better understanding Texas politics and government.
Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. Explain the origin and development of the Texas constitution. 2. Articulate an understanding of state and local political systems and their relationship with the federal government. 3. Describe separation of powers and checks and balances in both theory and practice in Texas. 4. Demonstrate knowledge of the legislative, executive, and judicial branches of Texas government. 5. Evaluate the role of public opinion, interest groups, and political parties in Texas. 6. Analyze the state and local election process. 7. Identify the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 8. Analyze issues, policies and political culture of Texas.
Core Curriculum Learning Objectives
Through the Texas Core Curriculum, students will gain a foundation of knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world, develop principles of personal and social responsibility for living in a diverse world, and advance intellectual and practical skills that are essential for all learning. 
Exams and Grades
Chapter Exams. Students will take an exam for each of the 12 chapters in the book. Each chapter exam will have 20 multiple choice questions, with each question being worth 2 points. You will have 22 minutes to complete the exam. The exams are open book and open note. Be aware, though, that although you can use your book and notes to take the exam, you will need to be prepared beforehand because you will not have enough time to look up each answer. The exams are designed for one question to appear at a time, although you will have the ability to go back and review the questions you have already answered while you are taking the exam. The chapter exams are worth 60 percent of the grade.
Final Exam. The final exam will be comprehensive, meaning that it will be over everything that was covered during the semester. There will be 60 questions on the final, with each question worth 2 points. Students will have 70 minutes to take the final. The format and kinds of questions will be similar to the chapter exams. The final exam is worth 15 percent of the grade.
Current Events Article Reviews. The remaining 25 percent of the grade will be from writing assignments that students will do for eight of the chapters. You decide which chapters and topics you want to do. I will not count or grade more than one paper for each chapter. For each writing assignment you will need to find an article out of a newspaper, magazine, journal, or quality online news source that is relevant to one of the chapters. Some sources you may want to look at include the Austin American Statesman, The Dallas Morning News, Texas Monthly, and www.texastribune.org.
Once you have the article, you will need to write an essay of at least 400 words, in which you briefly summarize the article, discuss the different arguments and views that are presented in the article, explain how the article ties to the relevant chapter, why it is an important topic, how it will affect Texans, and provide your opinion on the issue. The summary of the article should be brief so you will have space to address the other issues and questions about the articles. Put the essay in your own words; do not use quotes from the article. I will grade the essay based on how well you meet the above stated guidelines as well as on spelling, grammar, and overall writing.
You will need to provide me a copy or a link to the article you are using for your paper. The articles you use also need to have been published within six months of when you are submitting the paper to me. Please email your paper and link to the article to me at rlwelch@wtamu.edu.
The grades will be determined as follows: 
Course Outline of Readings, Exams, and Writing Assignments
It does not matter the order in which you do the chapters and when you do the writing assignments. It also does not matter whether you take three days or two weeks to finish a chapter. However, I would encourage you to set a date for when you need or want to complete the course and then figure out how much time you will spend on each chapter and writing assignment so you can complete the course by the appointed date. It is important to keep a schedule and have a plan of action for when you will complete each chapter. Otherwise, it is easy to lose track of time and get busy with other things, especially when you don't have set dates for exams and assignments like you would have if you were taking a class during a regular semester. As noted above, it is up to you to decide what topics and chapters to write the essays about. This outline is merely a suggestion and shows a student finishing in the required time.
Academic Integrity: All work must be competed individually unless otherwise stated. Commission of any of the following acts shall constitute scholastic dishonesty: acquiring or providing information for any assigned work or examination from any unauthorized source; informing any person or persons of the contents of any examination prior to the time the exam is given in any subsequent sections of the course or as a makeup; plagiarism; submission of a paper or project that is substantially the same for two courses unless expressly authorized by the instructor to do so. Evacuation Statement: If you receive notice to evacuate the building, please evacuate promptly but in an orderly manner. Evacuation routes are posted in various locations indicating all exits, outside assemble area, location of fire extinguishers, fire alarm pull stations and emergency telephone numbers (651-5000 or 911). In the event an evacuation is necessary: evacuate immediately do not use elevators; take all personal belongings with you; report to outside assembly area and wait for further information; students needing assistance in the evacuation process should bring this to the attention of the instructor at the beginning of the semester.
WT Attendance Policy for Core Curriculum Classes: For the purposes of learning assessment and strategic planning, all students enrolled in Core Curriculum courses at West Texas A&M
